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S  E  R  M  O  N. 


Proverbs,  chap.  xxii.  vep.se  ii.  The  Rich  and 
Poor  meet  together,  the  Lord  is  the  maker  o£ 
them  all. 


THE  rich  are  too  apt  to  confider  them- 
felves,  without  any  juft  ground  of  rea- 
foning,  the  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven. 
Diftinguifhed  by  the  bleffings  of  providence, 
and  railed  by  their  rank  to  an  elevation  above 
the  bulk  of  mankind,  too  natural  is  it  for  them 
to  imagine  that  they  ftand  higher  in  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  God,  and  poftefs  a  greater  degree  of 
moral  worth,  than  thofe  of  their  fellow  Tin¬ 
ners  who  are  not  fo  highly  favoured. 

The  real  excellence  of  man  does  not  con- 
lift  in  his  being  rich,  in  his  being  a  duke,  or 
a  king ;  but  in  his  being  a  man,  an  ufeful 
member  of  lociety,  the  workmanlhip  of  God, 
in  bearing  his  image,  and  in  his  being  a  can¬ 
didate  for  immortality,  an  heir  of  glory,  and 
a  joint-heir  with  Jefus  Chrift.  To  thefegio- 
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nous  privileges,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich, 
have  an  equal  title  ;  God  is  no  diftinguifher 
of  perions,  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  all  the 
real  evils  of  life,  all  are  equally  expofed  :  This 
feems  to  be  the  force  of  the  wife  man’s  rea- 
ioning  in  our  text.  The  poor  and  the  rich 
meet  together,  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them 
all :  He  is  their  common  father,  and  they  are 
all  alike  his  children,  of  whom  all  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  heaven  and  earth  are  named. 

,  •  • 

In  improving  this  part  of  facred  writ,  we 
begin  by  remarking,  that  the  poor  and  the 
rich,  are  equal  with  regard  to  natural  facul¬ 
ties  :  Education,  local  circumftances,  peculi¬ 
ar  habits  of  life,  and  much  leifure,  may  make 
a  vaft  difference  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor ;  and  a  public  ftation  in  life,  by  giving 
full  play  to  a  man’s  talents,  and  by  calling 
forth  the  higher  powers  of  the  foul  into 
movement  and  exertion,  may  give  the  rich 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  thofe  abilities, 
which  fhall  attract  the  admiration  of  a  whole 
nation ;  but  which  in  the  poor  man  muft  be 
buried  in  oblivion. 

Both  in  profane  and  facred  hifcory,  we 

have 
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have  inftances  recorded  of  perfons  who  by  pe¬ 
culiar  providences  having  been  brought  forth 
from  obfcurity  to  public  view,  have  difcover- 
ed  fuch  flrength,  fortitude,  wifdom,  genius, 
and  virtue,  as  have  aftonifhed  the  world. 
Where  fuch  interpofitions  of  Providence  have 
not  occurred,  no  doubt  in  numberleis  inftan- 
ces,  equal  talents  have  remained  forever  buri¬ 
ed  in  the  poor  man’s  cottage.  As  in  natural 
talents,  fo  the  poor  and  rich  are  both  equally 
intitled  to  the  fame  civil  and  religious  privile¬ 
ges.  With  regard  to  the  former,  you  in  this 
happy  country  are  highly  diftinguiihed  ;  but 
it  is  not  fo  in  every  land.  The  poor  man 
while  he  remains  an  honeft,  induftrious,  and 
nfeful  member  of  focietv,  has  a  right  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws  as  well  as  the  rich — to 
have  his  little  pittance  fecured,  and  his  little 
cot  protected,  as  the  rich  man  has  his  lofty 
manfion  and  extenfive  pofieffions.  ’Tis  true 
many  of  you  my  poor  fellow  finners  are  now 
i:i  a  Tate  of  confinement  ;  you  have  forfeited 
your  liberty  by  invading  the  rights  of  fociety, 
and  juftice  has  fecured  you  within  thefe  walls. 
May  God  grant  that  your  prefent  punifhment 
may  be  io  bleffed  to  you,  that  when  you  again 
enjoy  your  liberty,  your  future  conduCt  may 

prove 
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prove  you  to  be  honeft  and  ufeful  members  of 
fociety.  When  a  man  has  broken  no  law,  it 
would  be  both  cruel  and  unjuft  to  deprive  him 
of  his  liberty,  and  to  confine  him  to  a  cell: 
but  fuch  proceedings  are  daily  pradtifed  in 
fome  countries  to  this  day.  I  blefs  Almighty 
Providence,  that  in  this  an  afylum  was  ever  o- 
pened  for  thofe  who  are  perfecuted  in  one  ci¬ 
ty  to  flee  to  another. 

We  proceed  to  confider  religious  privile¬ 
ges  :  thefe  with  all  their  attendant  bleftings  are 
alike  open  to  rich  and  poor.  Y ou  all  can  take 
the  bible  in  your  hands,  and  turn  over  thefe 
facred  pages,  and  enjoy  your  own  fentiments, 

and  form  your  own  creed,  and  worfhip  your 
great  Creator  and  Redeemer  in  that  way  which 
to  you  may  appear  moft  holy  and  acceptable. 
An  inquifitorial  tribunal  ere&ed  over  the  fen¬ 
timents  and  confcience  of  man,  of  all  ufurpa- 
tions  is  the  moft  cruel  and  oppreflive.  Reli¬ 
gious  opinions  and  religious  worfhip  having  to 
do  with  none  but  God  and  confcience,  it  is 
profane  for  any  mortal  to  attempt  to  invade 
the  facred  rights  of  either.  The  rich  and  the 
learned  have  their  prejudices  and  prepoffeffi- 
ons  as  well  as  the  poor,  and  are  as  liable  to  have 

their 
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their  judgments  warped  by  paffion,  pride,  va«. 
nity,  and  princely  favours,  as  the  poor  are 
from  fear  or  from  intereft.  Compulfatory  mea- 
fures  can  never  carry  conviction  to  the  under- 
ftanding.  You  may  chain  a  man  hand  and 
foot,  and  throw  him  into  a  dungeon,  and  tell 
him  he  will  be  damned  if  he  offer  to  believe 
other  than  thofe  dogmas  which  your  creed 
contains.  But  in  point  of  conviction  he  re¬ 
mains  where  he  was  :  he  ftill  has  the  liberty  of 
thought ;  and  no  external  force  can  give  his 
judgment  better  information,  or  compel  him 
to  think  otherwife  than  he  does.  The  gofpel 
of  Jefus  addreffes  itfelf  to  all  ranks  of  men, 
the  poor  have  the  gofpel  preached  to  them  as 
well  as  the  rich.  Here  all  are  placed  on  the 
fame  broad  level.  All  in  the  fight  of  heaven 
are  milerable  offenders,  guilty  rebels,  for  all 
have  finned  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God.  There  is  none  that  doeth  good  and  fin- 
neth  not,  no  not  one.  The  gofpel  affumes 
men  as  Tinners,  and  is  a  complete  fyftem  of 
pardoning  love.  Jt  prepares  a  fanCtuary  for 
the  mod:  unholy  to  enter — it  knows  no  di- 
ftinCtion  of  perfons,  rank,  or  character — it 
addreffes  itfelf  to  the  vileft  of  the  vile,  and 
throws  wide  open  the  doors  of  mercy  to  eve- 

ry 
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ry  heavy-laden,  broken-hearted,  penitent  foul. 
The  rich  man  muft  lie  as  low  in  the  duft  be¬ 
fore  God  as  the  poor  man — muft  feel  as  fen- 
fibly  his  need  of  mercy — muft  be  faved  in  the 
fame  way — muft  be  pardoned  by  the  fame 
grace— muft  have  his  robes  wafhed  in  the 
fame  blood — muft  be  juftified  by  the  fame 
faith — muft  be  arrayed  in  the  fame  linen, 
white  and  clean,  which  is  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  faints ! 

Some  of  you  my  poor  fellow  finners  are 
condemned  by  the  laws  of  your  country,  as 
well  as  the  accufations  of  your  own  confcien- 
ces.  I  fay  not  this  to  reproach  you,  but  to 
give  you  relief  and  encouragement ;  for  thofe 
of  us  who  have  not  gone  into  the  fame  excefs 
of  fin  and  folly,  have  been  prevented  alone 
through  rich  grace.  “  By  the  grace  of  God” 
faid  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  “  I  am 
what  I  am.” 

Were  our  bleffed  Saviour  now  addreffing 
you,  how  would  he  fpeak  ?  Would  he  fay 
you  are  excluded  from  pardon,  becaufe  you 
are  in  prifon— becaufe  your  crimes  are  more 
in  number,  than  the  hairs  of  your  heads — 

becaufe 


becaufe  they  are  a  burden,  too  heavy  for  you 
to  bear — becaufe  from  the  crown  of  the  head, 
to  the  foie  of  the  foot,  you  are  all  fin  and  de¬ 
filement  ;  and  there  is  no  ioundnefs  in  von— 
becaufe  you  are  ready  to  defpair  of  pardon, 
and  to  fay,  O  Lord  we  are  not  worthy  that 
thou  Ihouldeft  come  under  our  roof,  depart 
from  us  for  we  are  fmful  men.  Poor  iinners, 
if  thefe  are  your  fentiments,  you  are  the  ve¬ 
ry  perfons  our  glorious  Redeemer  came  to 
fave  ;  vou  are  in  the  very  read  of  mercy  :  for 
he  came  to  feck  and  to  fave  thefe  that  are 
loft ;  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to 
repentance,  and  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth 
from  all  fin  ;  fo  as  to  exclude  all  condemna¬ 
tion  ;  for  it  is  God  that  jufeifies,  who  is  he 
that  condemneth  ?  There  is  no  condemnation 
to  them  who  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  fiefh  but  after  the  fpirit.  Nay, 
were  it  poiTible  for  one  of  you  to  have  not 
only  the  burden  of  his  own  perfonal  offen¬ 
ces  ;  but  the  fins  of  all  his  fellow  prifoners, 
added  to  the  load  ;  to  fuch  a  weary  and  heavy 
laden  foul  our  blefled  Saviour  would  fav, 
come  unto  me  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Be¬ 
hold  the  lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away 
the  fins  of  the  world  !  Proftrate  yourfelves  at 

the 
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the  foot  of  the  crofs  ;  faying,  Lord  if  I  pe- 
rifh,  I  will  perifh  here ;  and  that  matchlefs 
Saviour,  who  pardoned  a  Magdalene  and  the 
expiring  thief  will  alfo  pardon  you. 

All  the  pleafures  of  devotion  are  alike 
open  to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich.  The  poor 
man’s  prayers  though  poured  forth  from  a 
cottage,  are  as  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God, 
as  thofe  offered  up  from  a  palace  ;  and  the 
poor  man’s  tears  are  wiped  off  by  the  fame 
merciful  hand,  that  wipes  off  thofe  of  an  ex¬ 
piring  king.  His  heavenly  father  to  vrhom 
he  pours  forth  his  full  foul  in  fecret,  hereaf¬ 
ter  will  reward  him  openly.  Aftonifhing  to 
tell !  that  God  who  inhabit eth  eternity,  and 
who  dwelleth  in  the  high  and  holy  place, 
condefcendeth  to  dwell  in  every  humble  and 
contrite  heart. 


The  public  exercifes  of  religion,  and  all 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  God,  are  alike 
free  to  all :  The  poor  can  hear  the  fame  gof- 
pel  as  the  rich  ;  hruft  in  the  fame  promifcs, 
and  rejoice  in  the  fame  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God.  They  mingle  the  fame  prayers  and 

praifes  together — they  fit  under  the  fame  Re¬ 
deemer’s 
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deemer’s  fhadow — they  handle  and  tafte  the 
fame  heavenly  fruit — afiemble  in  the  fame 
banqueting  houfe — fit  down  at  the  fame  ta¬ 
ble,  and  have  fpread  over  them  the  fame  ban¬ 
ner  of  redeeming  love.  Another  point  of 
companion  in  which  the  poor  and  the  rich 
meet  together  is,  in  perfonal  affliction.  Did 
riches  build  a  wall  round  about  its  pofieflors, 
to  fecure  them  from  forrow,  and  aiforder; 
from  ficknefs,  and  death ;  the  poor  would 
have  fome  right  to  complain  :  But  to  all  the 
corporeal  difeafes,  to  all  the  mental  derange¬ 
ments,  to  all  the  heart-felt  forrow,  by  which 
poor  mortals  through  fin  are  afflicted  ;  all  are 
alike  expofed.  Moft  awful  evidences  of  this, 
you  have  lately  had  in  this  afflicted  city,  and 
this  is  a  day  peculiarly  calculated  to  call  them 
to  remembrance.  By  your  tears  I  perceive 
the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  you.  You 
have  loft  your  huiband,  whom  you  loved  as 
your  own  foul ;  you  have  loft  your  kind  and 
faithful  wife,  on  whom  you  looked  with  all 
the  fondnefs  of  affeCtion,  and  for  whom  a 
thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times,  you  have 
biefied  Almighty  providence  for  fuch  a  gift : 
You  have  loft  your  child,  whom  you  dedi¬ 
cated  to  God,  and  for  whom  you  have  pour¬ 
ed 
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ed  forth  a  thoufand  prayers,  and  died  a  thou- 
fand  tears,  and  whom  you  confidered  as  the 
fweet  pledge  of  your  mutual  love.  But  he 
is  gone,  he  is  gone  to  the  world  of  fpirits, 
and  in  this  life  you  will  fee  his  lovely  face 
no  more. 

Here  fee  the  vanity  of  riches.  Can  they 
prevent  infection  ?  can  they  flop  the  progrefs 
of  the  diforder  ?  can  they  bring  the  dead  to  life? 
can  they  bring  back  again  rottennefs  and  cor¬ 
ruption  into  life  and  beauty  and  loveline fs  ? 
Ah,  no  !  Here  the  rich  and  poor  meet  toge¬ 
ther  :  all  muft  fall  alike  before  the  broke  of 
death :  all  muft  obey  that  voice  which  faith, 
Return  ye  children  of  men. 

As  in  private  afflictions,  fo  in  public  judg¬ 
ments,  the  rich  are  cut  off  with  the  poor.  In¬ 
deed  in  thefe  awful  vifi  tat  ions  of  an  angry 
God,  he  fpares  not  his  own  people.  Not  on¬ 
ly  the  rich  and  the  poor,  but  the  faint  and  the 
{inner,  all  fall  together,  and  lie  buried  in  the 
fame  heap  of  death.  In  no  other  light  perhaps 
fhould  we  view  our  late  calamity  than  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  God.  It  is  true,  in  this  world  there  is 
no  perfonal  diftinction  of  character.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  though  their  names  are  written 
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in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life,  have  yet  no  cer¬ 
tain  mark  by  which  they  can  be  known  from 
the  falfe  and  deceitful  pretenders  to  religion. 
There  are  laft  that  ihall  be  firft,  and  there  are 
firft  that  (hall  be  laft.  In  a  future  world  only, 
can  the  real  character  of  an  individual  be 
known.  For  were  the  great  judge  of  all  now 
to  pafs  fentence,  tliofe  whom  we  leaft  fufped: 
would  be  perhaps  firft  ordered  for  execution  ; 
would  firft  feel  the  ftroke  of  his  glittering 
fword  ;  would  firft  bleed  upon  his  holy  altar  ; 
and  in  fuch  cafes  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  re- 
cognife  the  juftice  of  God,  nor  would  his  per¬ 
fections  be  glorified  thereby.  But  when  de¬ 
ciding  upon  characters,  we  fhould  be  more  in¬ 
volved  in  perplexity  than  we  now  are.  All 
muft  therefore  grow  together  until  the  harveft 
when  God  fir  all  fend  forth  his  angels  to  reap 
the  world.  The  wheat  fhall  be  gathered  up 
into  his  garner,  but  the  chaff  fhall  be  burnt  up 
with  unquenchable  fire.  N  ot  fo  with  regard 
to  cities,  ftates  and  kingdoms,  for  as  fuch  they 

can  only  have  exiftence  in  the  prefent  world, 

■  % 

and  therefore  here  only  can  they  receive  their 
punifhment.  But  from  this  confideration  we 
are  not  to  conclude,  that  thofe  who  were  ta¬ 
ken  away  by  the  late  dreadful  diftemper, 

which 
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which  entered  almoft  every  houfe,  and  carri¬ 
ed  away  fo  many  thoufands  cf  our  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  were  greater  dimers  than  thofe  who  were 
ipared  ;  or  doth  this  preclude  their  being  ta¬ 
ken  away  in  judgment.  1  heir  being  fo  taken 
away,  is  rather  a  prefumptive  argument  that 
inftead  of  their  being  worfe  than  others,  they 
were  through  grace  much  better.  Dcubtiefs 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  dead  we  dial!  read  the 
names  of  fome  of  the  mod:  ufeful  and  amiable 
members  of  fociety.  For  when  God  punidi- 
eth  a  guilty  land  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  by  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  mod:  vicious  or  the  mod  virtuous 
part  of  mankind  ?  by  fparing  the  faint  or  fin- 
ner  ?  If  all  the  fait  of  the  earth  were  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  away,  what  a  wretched,  corrupt  mafs 
would  remain  !  But  hie  {fed  be  God,  though 
lo  many  excellent  characters  have  fallen  vie- 
tims  to  this  fearful  diforder,  yet  many  are  fpa- 
red  who  are  the  ornaments  of  fociety  and  re¬ 
ligion.  We  hereby  fee  that  in  the  midii  of 
judgment  God  hath  remembered  mercy. 

These  calamities  though  dreadful,  are  not, 
my  dear  hearers,  the  kft,  nor  the  word  evils 
with  which  the  rich  and  the  poor  will  be  equal¬ 
ly  affii&ed,  and  will,  thoufands  and  tens  of 
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thoufands  of  them,  be  involved  in  the  fame  de¬ 
foliation  ; 
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folation  ;  and  all  on  the  account  of  fin.  I  mean 
that  awful  period  when  a  mighty  angel  fhall 
come  down  from  heaven,  clothed  with  a  cloud, 
and  a  rainbow  upon  his  head  ;  his  face  as  the 
fun  ;  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire :  when  he 
fhall  fet  his  right  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his 
left  foot  on  the  earth  ;  and  who  fhall  fwear  by 
him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever ;  who  crea¬ 
ted  heaven,  and  the  earth,  and  the  things  that 
therein  are,  that  time  fhall  be  no  longer.  I 
mean  that  period  when  the  heavens  fhall  be 
rolled  up  as  a  fcrawl — when  the  elements  fhall 
melt  with  fervent  heat — when  cities,  ftates, 
and  kingdoms,  now  divided  by  diftant  feas, 
fhall  fink  down  together  in  the  fame  dreadful 
conflagration.  O  my  foul  what  a  feafon  will 
this  be!  Yet  events  fo  awful  will  certainly 
take  place,  and  will  only  be  preparatory  to  a 
period  ftill  more  dreadful ;  when  all  the  rich 
and  poor,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
time,  fhall  all  meet  together  before  the  judg¬ 
ment-feat  of  Chrift. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  dilcourfe  we  men¬ 
tioned  the  reafon,  wdiy  judgment  could  not 
be  pafled  on  individuals  in  the  prefent  world. 
Becaufe  as  we  could  not  difcern  the  righteouf- 
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ncfs  of  the  fentence,  from  our  ignorance  of  the 
real  characters  of  men  ;  fo  we  fhould  not  be 
able  to  acknow-edge  the  juftice  of  God  there¬ 
in.  But  for  this  very  reafon,  that  the  per¬ 
fections  of  God  might  appear  and  be  recogni- 
fed,  the  whole  world  at  feme  future  period, 
mutt  be  affembkd  together  that  every  one  may 
Band  forth  in  his  true  light,  and  receive,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  deeds  which  he  hath  done,  whe¬ 


ther  they  be  good  or  evil.  This  is  evident  from 
a  variety  of  arguments  ;  from  thcfe  apprehen- 
fions  of  merited  punifhment ;  and  from  thofe 
forebodings  of  the  wrath  of  God  with  which 
the  wicked  are  tormented  in  this  life.  From 
thofe  ideas  which  all  men  are  led  to  entertain 
of  the  moral  government,  and  perfections  of 
God  ;  as  well  as  from  the  exprefs  declarations 
of  God’s  holy  word,  it  is  certain  we  fhall  be 
all  fummoned  to  appear  before  God. 


Many  of  you  my  poor  fellow  tinners,  have 
already  put  your  hand  to  the  bar  :  there  is  yet 
a  more  awful  tribunal  before  which  yourfelves, 
your  accufers,  and  your  judge,  muft  appear. 
In  this  world,  fome  who  are  innocent  are  con¬ 
demned,  and  fome  who  are  guilty  efcape.  It 
is  not  fo  at  the  bar  of  God.  There  is  no  Chuf- 
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fling — there  is  no  poffibility  of  concealing  our 
crimes,  or  of  efcaping  their  defended  punifti- 
ment.  Did  not  God  in  the  higheft  degree 
difapprove  of  vice,  he  would  not  have  made 
the  commiffion  of  it  fo  repugnant  to  our  hap- 
pinefs,  and  frequently  fo  definitive  to  our  ve¬ 
ry  life  and  exifience.  Now  in  order  for  God 
to  difcover  his  abhorrence  of  fin,  it  is  necefla- 
ry  he  fhould  publicly  diftribute  his  punifh- 
ments  among  them.  But  whether  we  view 
the  hiftoric  page,  or  confult  our  own  obferva- 
tion,  we  find  that  juftice  is  not  univerfally  ex¬ 
ecuted  upon  finners  in  this  life.  This  world 
has  ahvays  prefented  a  mixed,  as  well  as  a  bu- 
fy  fcene.  The  good  and  the  bad  are  all  min¬ 
gled  in  the  fame  common  mafs ;  all  expofed 
to  the  fame  viciflitudes ;  and  if  there  be  any 
diftintion  made,  we  perhaps  mod  frequently 
fee  the  wicked  great  in  power — elevated  to  the 
higheft  fummit  of  human  honour — not  trou¬ 
bled  as  other  men — fetting  their  mouth  a- 
gainft  the  heavens — covered  with  violence  as 
with  a  chain  ;  while  thoufands  of  whom  the 
world  was  not  worthy,  have  been  fwept  away 
by  the  tyrant’s  fword,  to  gratify  the  freaks  of 
cruelty,  or  to  compafs  the  defigns  of  ambition. 
Were  fuch  characters  forever  to  efcape  punifht 
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ment,  how  would  the  juftice  of  God  appear  l 
In  this  world,  ’ tis  true,  they  feem  to  pafs  on 
without  any  moleftation  ;  but  in  the  next  they 
will  receive  their  reward.  Indeed  in  this  life, 
in  fome  few  inftances,  we  fee  confcience  en¬ 
throned  on  the  feat  of  judgment,  and  compel¬ 
ling  the  guilty  to  pafs  fentence  on  themfelves. 
The  cruel  brethren  of  Jofeph  we  hear  faying 
one  to  another,  We  are  verily  guilty  concer¬ 
ning  our  brother ;  in  that  we  faw  the  anguifh 
of  his  foul  when  he  befought  us,  and  we  would 
not  hear.  Cain  in  the  bitternefs  of  remorfe, 
we  hear  exclaiming,  My  punifhment  is  great¬ 
er  than  I  can  bear.  Belfhazzar,  though  fur- 
rounded  by  a  thoufand  of  his  lords,  we  fee 
trembling  on  his  feat ;  and  Judas,  in  all  the 
horrors  of  defpair,  going  out  to  deftroy  himfelf. 
What  an  awful  fandion  this  to  the  juftice  of 
God !  when  a  man  becomes  his  own  executi¬ 
oner  ;  the  inftrument  of  his  own  deftrudion  ; 
fets  to  his  feal  that  God  is  true  ;  that  his  judg¬ 
ments  are  right ;  and  by  fo  doing,  figns  as  it 
were  with  his  own  blood,  the  juftnefs  of  his 
condemnation. 

>» 

Were  God  on  every  occafion  thus  to  ex¬ 
ecute  judgment  in  this  life,  we  ftiould  no  lorf- 
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ger  be  in  a  ftate  of  probation ;  there  would 
be  no  trial  of  our  virtue,  or  piety ;  there 
would  be  no  play  given  to  our  moral  facul¬ 
ties  :  The  dread  of  fuch  awful  interpofitions 
of  the  hand  of  God,  would  check  in  its  firft 
rifing  every  vicious  defire,  and  entirely  de- 
ftroy  the  moral  agency  of  man.  Whereas 
by  that  plan,  which  God  in  the  general  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  government  now  adopts, 
he  declares  his  deteftation  of  fin,  his  love  of 
holinefs,  his  abhorrence  of  the  wicked,  his 
approbation  of  the  good,  at  the  fame  time,  by 
putting  off  the  final  decifion  to  a  diftant  pe¬ 
riod  ;  he  affords  to  every  one  a  trial  of  his 
moral  character,  and  by  caufing  his  vifitati- 
ons  fometimes  to  fall  on  notorious  offenders ; 
he  confers  on  fuch  vifitations,  all  the  fanction 
of  a  judgment  from  heaven,  and  lays  the 
foundation  of  that  great  throne  of  judgment, 
before  which,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  will 
be  hereafter  affembled. 

Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thou- 
fand  of  his  faints,  to  execute  judgment  upon 
all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly,  of 
their  ungodly  deeds.  The  facred  fcriptures 
are  full  of  proofs,  of  the  approach  of  this  great 
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and  terrible  day.  Mighty  preparations  are  to 
bring  it  forward  ;  the  elements  are  to  melt  with 
fervent  heat ;  the  heavens  to  pafs  away  with 
a  great  noife ;  the  fun  to  be  darkened,  and  the 
moon  to  be  turned  into  blood ;  graves  are  to 
be  opened,  and  the  fea  to  give  up  its  dead ; 
the  fmall  and  great,  the  rich  and  poor,  are  all 
to  hand  before  God.  The  books  are  to  be 
opened,  and  final  fentences  to  be  pronounced. 
Oh  my  poor  fellow  finners,  can  you  antici¬ 
pate  your  doom  ?  Where  will  he  be  that  is 
now  fpeaking  ?  And  where  my  dear  hearers 
will  be  your  deflination  ?  In  heaven  or  hell  ? 
With  angels  or  Devils  ? 

Some  of  you  know  what  it  is  to  be  tried 
by  an  earthly  judge  ;  but  not  one  of  you  yet 
knowrs,  w7hat  it  is  to  be  tried  by  an  heavenly 
;udge.  There  is  an  awful  difference,  here 
you  may  repent ;  but  after  death,  where  will 
you  find  a  place  for  repentance  ?  Now  you 
hear  of  a  Saviour,  but  hereafter  he  who  is 
the  Saviour  of  finners  in  this  world ;  will  in 
the  world  to  come,  be  an  awful  judge  to  all 
the  impenitent ;  will  pronounce  fentence  up¬ 
on  all  flefh — to  fome  perhaps  in  this  affem- 
bly ;  depart  ye  curled  into  everlafting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 
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M  ay  God  of  his  infinite  mercy ,  grant 
that  fuch  impreffions  may  be  made  by  this 
difcourfe,  and  by  the  folemnities  and  future 
fervices  of  this  day ;  as  to  produce  in  each  of 
our  hearts  that  repentance  which  is  unto  life 
eternal. 

The  improvement,  which  the  devout  re¬ 
membrance  of  God’s  late  vilitation  firft  fug- 
gefts,  is ;  deep  humiliation  and  abafement. 
The  Lord  doth  not  willingly  affiiCt  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men — therefore,  let  each  put  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and  inquire  into  the  caufe  of 
this  affliction.  Wherefore  hath  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  thus  touched  us  ?  Why  it  is  he 
hath  not  fpared  poor,  nor  rich ;  finner,  nor 
faint  ?  Why  our  deareft  relatives,  inatched 
from  us  by  this  loathfome  diforder,  and  thofe 
who  were  the  delight  of  our  eyes,  now  pu¬ 
trid  carcafes  ?  ’Tis  becaufe  we  are  finners. 
Let  us  humble  ourfelves  in  the  dull  before 
God,  bow  down  under  his  almighty  hand, 
and  confefs  our  fins  before  him.  Let  the 
rich  here  learn  the  infiifficiency  of  wealth,  to 
make  them  happy ;  or  to  afford  them  the 
leaft  comfort  amidft  fuch  bereaving  provi¬ 
dences,  as  we  are  now  lamenting.  A  poor 
fubftitute  is  all  my  treafures,  to  fupply  the 
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place  of  my  hufband  ;  my  wife ;  my  child  ; 
my  brother.  No,  wre  muft  look  my  friends 
to  a  higher  fource  for  confolation :  To  the 
heavenly  hills  from  whence  alone  our  help 
cometh.  Let  the  voluptuous,  here  learn  to 
mortify  their  fenfual  and  criminal  defires — 
fee  that  once  fweet  form,  which  attracted  the 
love  of  every  fpedtator ;  now  hath  loft  all  its 
fafcinating  charms;  is  changed  into  corruption ; 
is  offenfive  to  all  our  fenfes.  Here  let  the 
proud  proftrate  themfelvcs  in  the  duft  ;  when 
they  fee  how  eafy  it  is  for  God  to  humble 
the  pride  of  man,  and  to  make  all  human 
great nefs  bow  before  him.  We  fee  here  the 
wealthy  merchant,  the  deep  politician,  the 
fprightly  wit,  the  man  of  learning,  the  able 
divine,  the  beggar  and  the  fool ;  carried  to 
their  long  home  the  fame  way,  and  attended 
by  the  fame  folitary  mourners  !  Oh  my  God  ! 
If  any  thing  can  humble  us — if  any  thing  can 
break  our  rocky  hearts — may  this  do  it.  O 
Lord  how  fhall  we  improve  thy  judgments  ? 
What  is  there  in  us  contrary  to  thy  holy  will  ? 
What  criminal  attachment  ?  What  fmful  de~ 
fire  ?  What  unholy  paffion  ?  Eradicate  it,  O 
Lord  we  humbly  befeech  thee ;  and  enrich 
our  fouls  with  thy  heavenly  grace. 
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The  next  improvement  arifing  from  this 
difcourfe,  is  gratitude  to  God  for  preferring 
mercy.  Some  have  had  the  deadly  poifon 
lodged  in  their  veins ;  have  feen  their  graves 
opening  to  receive  them  ;  their  friends  and 
relations  all  forfaking  them  :  God  alone  was 
their  nurfe  in  their  ficknefs,  and  they  yet  are 
in  the  land  of  the  living.  Others  in  the  midft 
of  infection  and  death,  whilft  thoufands  have 
been  falling  on  their  right  hand  and  their  left  % 
are  yet  preferved  as  monuments  of  God’s 
goodnefs.  Blefs  the  lord  O  !  my  foul  !  and 
forget  not  all  his  benefits,  who  healeth  all  thy 
ficknefles,  and  crowneth  thy  life  with  loving 
kindnefles  and  tender  mercies. 

Resignation  alfo  to  the  will  of  God  is 
our  incumbent  duty.  This  doth  not  preclude 
forrow  for  the  lofs  of  dear  relations.  We 
are  not  to  have  the  infenfibility  of  a  ftone : 
No ;  we  are  to  feel  as  men  and  be  refignedas 
chriftians.  Let  us  kifs  the  rod  which  hath 
been  lifted  up  to  finite  us,  faying,  it  is  the 
Lord,  let  him  do  with  us  whatever  feemeth 
him  good.  The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  ta- 
keth  away ,  and  blefied  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

To 

*  Fiom  the  mod  accurate  ftatement,  it  is  fuppofed,  about 
5©oo  died  of  thus  dreadful  fever  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity. 
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To  conclude  :  an  unfhaken  confidence  in 
God  for  all  future  protecting  mercies,  ftiould 
accompany  us  all  our  days.  Some  are  already 
foreboding  future  calamities,  and  forming  con¬ 
jectures  of  the  return  of  this  awful  diftemper. 
To  be  prepared  for  the  worfl  is  our  duty  ;  but 
to  form  groundlefs  furmifes  is  finful.  Come 
what  will  come,  a  chriftian  has  reafon  to  truft 
in  the  promifes  and  providence  of  God.  In 
the  time  of  trouble  I  will  hide  thee  in  my  pa¬ 
vilion,  even  in  the  fecret  of  my  tabernacle :  I 
will  fet  thy  feet  upon  a  rock.  That  Almighty 
God,  who  giveth  to  the  fea  its  bounds,  and 
faith,  Thus  far  (halt  thou  go  and  no  farther  ; 
giveth  out  to  death  his  commiffions — marks 
out  the  path  he  fhall  take  ;  and  holdeth  back 
his  hand  whenever  it  pleafeth  him.  God  is 
our  refuge  and  ftrength — a  very  prefent  help  in 
trouble  ;  therefore  will  we  not  fear  though  the 
earth  be  removed — though  the  mountains  be 
carried  into  the  midft  of  the  fea— though  the 
waters  thereof  roar  and  be  troubled — and 
tho5  the  mountains  lhake  with  the  fwellings 


thereof. 
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